
GREETINGS FROM LA GUAJIRA, COLOMBIA  

Bob and I arrived in Colombia on September 15. After spending four days in Bogota, we flew to Riohacha, the capital of a stat e called La Guajira. La 

Guajira is on the Caribbean Coast and borders with Venezuela. It is a sparsely populated state with small cities or towns and  a large rural popula-

tion. Most of the rural dwellers are of the Wayuu Indigenous tribe who live largely in protected zones called Resguardos Indígenas .  

We are staying on the site of a huge coal mine called Cerrejon. The company provides comfortable housing, schools, recreation , m edical care and 

even bus service for their employees and we are staying in one of those houses. Bobôs Rotary Club, Calgary South, has a water fi lter project with 

the Cerrejon Rotary Club to build up to 500 BioSand water filters. Bob provided a workshop a year ago as part of a pilot proj ect  and 20 filters were 

placed in the community. He just completed another filter workshop for 8 students, almost all were Wayuu, four were teachers in their communities. 

They were very keen to learn about the filters (some traveling 4 hours each way) and hope to be able to play a key role in fa bri cating the filters and 

providing training on the use of the filter, hygiene and sanitation. As you can see from the pictures below, they dug right i n a nd enjoyed them-

selves.  

Step 1: (left) Sift the gravel into 3 products: 1/2 

inch gravel, small stones and sand.  

Step 2: (right) Prepare the mold.   

Like making a cake, precise measurements were 

used to mix the concrete for the filter (below), 

which was then poured into the mold (below, left).  

While the cement cures, other activities such as studying the manual (below right) and washing the gravel and sand (used for the  media) to a specific level of clarity (below 

centre) took place, until the filter was ready to be removed from the mold (below right).  

The shell of the filter came out with just a little damage at the top, which can be repaired (below left). The good news is t hat  it didnôt leak.  

Next the various levels of gravel and sand were put in, levelled and measured, water was added and the flow rate was checked.  The water was clearer immediately and will have 

high bacterial removal rates after 30 days (below centre).  

The happy graduates!  

COMMUNITY VISIT TO CHECK INSTALLED FILTERS  

A Rotarian took us to 

view filters installed in 

the pilot phase of the 

project. The pictures 

above show family 

members, the filter con-

structor and Bob check-

ing the filter and Bob 

pointing out some main-

tenance details from the 

brochure.  

BICYCLES FOR WAYUU CHILDREN  

The project is to deliver bicycles to Wayuu children who have to walk a couple of hours to get to school. The Cerrejon Rotary  Club received funding from 

the Calgary East Rotary club to provide 180 bicycles. Thirty cycles were delivered for the children from Chivo Mono on Sunday  mo rning. The children left 

home at 5 AM to reach the meeting place (under a big tree beside the highway). They came with their teachers, community leade r a nd some parents. It 

was a very nice event.   

The children received a 

snack before the bicy-

cles were given to them. 

The teachers made up 

the list of children who 

lived far from school and 

thus received bikes 

(left). Bob gave each 

cycle away as the Cana-

dian Rotary representa-

tive (right).  

Teachers also received 

bikes. The 2 men in the 

picture attended the 

filter workshop and had 

to travel about 4 hours 

each way (left).  

 

Right: This is the last 

hurrah before turning 

around and traveling 6 

km down a dusty road. 

No complaints, just 

happy smiles.  

ADIOS, LA GUAJIRA!  


